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About us 
CropLife International is a global network of plant science companies 
and regional and national crop protection and biotechnology 
associations that share the common goal of creating and promoting 
solutions for sustainable agriculture.

For us, sustainable agriculture means employing a wide range  
of solutions incorporating nature and technology, which can:

> Meet the world’s growing food needs;
> Enhance environmental quality and the natural resource base;
> �Make efficient use of technologies, renewable resources, and  

on-farm resources while integrating natural biological cycles;
> Sustain the economic viability of the farm and farmers; and
> Enhance the quality of life for farmers and society.

CropLife International’s mission is to encourage a dialogue that will 
help foster the understanding that nature and technology are not 
mutually exclusive, but rather complementary and synergistic. In 
fact, the plant sciences industry has made an impact on everything 
in our lives from the food we eat, to the clothes we wear, to the fuel 
we can use in our cars. Even more, innovations developed by the plant 
sciences industry have revolutionised the lives of the more than  
2.5 billion farmers around the globe and reduced agriculture’s 
footprint by, for example, reducing the amount of land and water 
resources needed to grow crops and making crops more resistant  
to pests and drought.

Together with our global network of partners, including non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), farmer groups, agriculture 
and biotechnology experts, and regional associations, CropLife 
International serves as a catalyst for information sharing and 
discussion about the latest innovations in agriculture.



For millions of families in the developing 
world, farming is not just an occupation; 

it is the sole means of survival. These 
Smallholder farmers grow several crops 
on small plots of land to support their 
families and local communities. Making 

agriculture more productive and profitable 
through plant science technologies will 

enable smallholder farmers to improve 
their quality of life.

Disease-Free Harvests 
Boost Incomes

In Kenya, using pesticides to 
produce disease-free fruit means a 
four-fold income increase for small-

scale passion fruit farmers; and 
extra income for avocado farmers. 

higher incomes  
improve health, 

 provide  
schooling   
and create new  
business  
opportunities

Herbicides Reduce  
Strenuous HANDWEEDING

Herbicide use could eliminate  
the need for 90% of strenuous 

handweeding in Africa.

This can save  
24 billion hours  

and produce an additional  
40 million tonnes  

of crops

improving yields
through new varieties & protection from pests & diseases

HIGHER YIELDS  
IMPROVE LIVELIHOODS

In India, Bt cotton is boosting yields, 
leading to higher farm incomes and 

quality of life improvements.

$9.4 billion  
in farm income  

gains from 2002 to 2010 
Improved access to 
telephone systems, 
drinking water and 

economic infrastructure  
More maternal health care, 

higher school enrolment  
and vaccination rates

Sustainable livelihoods & stronger communities
ar  e  cr  e at e d  by   ma  k i n g  a g r i c u lt u r e  m o r e  pr  o d u ct  i v e

IMPROVING   	
	L IVESIn 2011, the world’s 

population reached seven 
billion people, and by 2050 
it will surpass nine billion. 
This means farmers will 
need to produce 70% 

more food on less land 
than ever before. Crop 

protection products and 
plant biotechnology can 

improve yields to help 
farmers meet this goal.

better yields reducing losses more food

Pests could 
destroy 
50% of 

the world’s 
wheat 
crop.

1996
   97.5 MT more soybeans
159.4 MT more corn
     6.1 MT more canola

Crop protection practices 
prevent nearly 1/2  

of these crop losses

biotech crops help  
farmers grow  

more food 
per acre

Since 1961  
yields for rice  

have more than  
doubled

2010

1961 today 	     263 million tonnes (MT) more

feeding nine billion



This  
enhances safety 

 of corn-based feed and 
food staples

Healthier staples
Bt corn contains built-in 

protection from insect 
damage, lowering the levels 

of mycotoxins (harmful 
fungal toxins).

higher nutritional value
The Africa Biofortified Sorghum  

project is using biotechnology  
to develop sorghum with higher 

 levels of essential nutrients such as 
vitamin A, iron and zinc. 

This has potential  
to improve 

 the health of  
300 million  

people in Africa

More fruits & vegetables
Yield loss prevented by fungicides:

Without fungicides, which protect 
plants from disease, it’s estimated 

that yields of most fruit and 
vegetables would fall by  

50-95%

in the developing world, an estimated ONE in THREE children suffers from 
Malnutrition. At least half of the 10.9 million child deaths each year could 
be prevented with improved nutrition. Plant science can help by producing 

more food for a growing population and creating plant varieties with 
higher nutritional values.

Creating healthier diets
Through new varieties and abundant food choices

REDUCING WATER NEEDS 
through Plant science technologies

In the next 20 years, it’s predicted that nearly half of the world 
will be living under severe water stress. Today, With every calorie 

we eat requiring about one litre of water to produce, agriculture 
accounts for 70% of global water use. New technologies can HELP 

US change the way water is used and managed.

CONSERVING WATER

WATER EFFICIENT CROPS
One pound of cotton can  

now be produced with about  
1/2 the  

irrigation water  
required 20 years ago

DROUGHT TOLERANT CROPS
Drought tolerant corn in Africa  

has the potential for  
20-35%  

higher yields UNDER 
DROUGHT CONDITIONS

CONSERVATION TILLAGE
Herbicides and biotech crops 

reduce the need for tillage,  
LEAVING MORE MOISTURE  

IN THE SOIL FOR THE GROWING CROP

FIGHTING  
POOR NUTRITION



In less than 40 years, it’s estimated 
that half of the current land we 
use to grow crops will become 
unusable due to desertification and 
land degradation. This loss of soil 
productivity and plant cover  
is primarily caused by unsustainable

PRESERVING SOIL

ARGENTINA
In Argentina, the introduction of  

herbicide-tolerant soybeans increased  
no-till adoption from about 33% to 

 more than 80% 
between 1996 and 2008

CHINA
In China, using 

herbicides instead 
of tillage in 

tea fields can 
reduce soil 

erosion by up 
to 80% 

CANADA
In Canada, 64% of 
farmers planting 

herbicide-tolerant 
canola are using zero 

and minimal tillage 
practices –  

86% have  
reduced soil 

erosion  
and 83% indicated  
greater soil 

moisture

REDUCING SOIL EROSION
By enabling conservation agriculture around the world

UNITED STATES
Using herbicides to 

control weeds in the U.S. 
REDUCES SOIL EROSION BY  

AN ESTIMATED 
356 billion 

pounds each year

agricultural practices such as 
intensive tillage, and prolonged 

drought. By using biotechnology 
and crop protection products, 

farmers can employ conservation 
agriculture, protecting land for 

future generations.

Biodiversity is the variety of life on Earth. This incredible wealth of about 8.7 million 
different species forms an integral part of our environment and livelihoods. But 

biodiversity is under threat, driven largely by the conversion of wild natural habitats to 
agriculture. However, with the help of biotechnology and crop protection products, 
farmers can now grow more food on the same amount of land - taking pressure off of 

the need to convert natural habitats into farmland.

DEFENSE AGAINST 
INVADERS

Forests and other natural 
habitats can thrive 
when pesticides are used to 
control invading plants or 

insects that threaten  
native species

Conservation tillage
Conservation tillage  leaves 

crop stubble in the field, 
 improving habitat 

and  
food sources 

 for insects, birds  
and other animals

HIGHER YIELDS
If higher yielding biotech 

crops had not been available 
from 1996 to 2010, an 

additional  
91 million hectares  

of farmland would have been 
needed to maintain global 

production levels

million
HECTARES

SAVED

SAFEGUARDING BIODIVERSITY 
by reducing the need for additional farmland & improving natural habitats

PROTECTING  		
  BIODIVERSITY

91



MANAGING OUR CHANGING CLIMATE
through innovative technologies and practices

CONSERVATION 
AGRICULTURE

Herbicide-tolerant biotech crops 
reduce the need for tillage - using 

less fuel and keeping carbon in 
the soil. in 2010, the amount 

 of CO2 saved by biotech crops was  
equal to removing  

9 million cars  
from the road for one year

HIGHER YIELDS
By increasing yields,  

farmers are under less pressure 
to convert carbon-rich 

forests to farmland, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Since 1961, higher-yielding  

crops have prevented  
590 billion tonnes  

of carbon emissions 

NEW TRAITS
Plant scientists 

are developing new 
technologies and  

traits that can  
allow crops  

to thrive  
in harsh growing conditions 

like drought, flooding  
or extreme heat

9 million

RESPONDING TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change has already significantly impacted growing conditions and weather 
patterns. And if current trends continue, it’s predicted that temperatures will rise by 

2-3°C over the next 50 years, leading to serious impacts. Farmers may face even more 
drought, flooding and excessive heat as they are challenged to produce food for an 

increasing world population. Plant science technologies can help farmers mitigate 
climate change and deal with erratic weather patterns. 

The technologies offered by the plant science industry have a long history in improving 
agriculture and a critical role to play as we look to the future. Population growth, climate 
change and the limitations of natural resources means that agriculture must become even 
more productive, efficient and environmentally sound. The plant science industry is committed  
to being part of the solution, contributing to sustainable farms around the world. 

V i s it   A c ti  o n F o r A g . o r g  
to learn more about global issues  
and plant science solutions
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